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in best quality. of her that appears to have been done while she was still a victim. It makes me think of how, as a teenager, I hated that one of my friends had started wearing makeup. I wanted to tell her that there was nothing wrong with wanting to look beautiful. That, ultimately, it was what she was most naturally and beautifully adorned with. I remember thinking that if she was going to put on

makeup and have it on her face, she should have it on her skin. She should allow it to make her more beautiful. And that little part of me says, “Yes, I’m sure that’s how you think.” But then I tell myself something else. I tell myself that beauty is about a lot of things. It’s about art, it’s about being someone’s muse, it’s about being a real-life Barbie or Ken. As a kid, being a real Barbie or Ken would have
been, for me, as important as it is for a teenage girl. I would have wanted to look exactly like Barbie. I would have wanted to look exactly like Ken. It’s as if I’ve realized something that I didn’t even know was a thought that was going through my mind. Beauty isn’t just what you’re wearing or what you think about. It’s also how you feel. It’s also how you think about yourself. Beauty is how you treat

yourself. And I think I’ve learned that, and I still have yet to learn it. I feel like, if I could change something about myself, it would be the way I think about myself. I’ve always thought of myself as a loser. There’s a part of me that has always thought that, no matter how hard I work, no matter how many years I put in, I will never be attractive enough to be loved. I will never be good enough to
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